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TILAK MAHARASTRA VIDYAPEETH, PUNE 
BACHELOR OF COMMERCE (B.COM.)  

EXAMINATION – MAY- 2015  
FIRST YEAR 

Subject: Functional English (C-111) 

Date: 14/5/2015  Marks :80 Time: 10.00 am to 1.00 pm 

Note:   1) All questions are compulsory. 
            2) Figures to the right indicate full marks.  

Q.1  Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given below.  (15) 

 There once lived an old lady, who lost her sight.  She wanted to be cured of her blindness.  
She called a doctor.  "I suppose I shall be able to cure your blindness," said the doctor, after 
examining her eyes.  "You have to pay Rs 10,000/- for treatment."  The old lady thought a 
while.  "I shall pay you the fee," she said, "only if my sight is completely restored.  I shall pay 
you nothing if you fail to cure me."  The doctor agreed. 

 
 The doctor called at her house daily and carried on with the treatment.  When he saw the 

lady's furniture he was tempted to steal it.  Every day he took away some of her furniture. He 
delayed the cure till he stole most of her furniture.   

 
 At last the doctor cured her blindness.  He asked for his fee.  "I won't pay you the fee," said 

the lady; "the cure is not complete." 
 
 The doctor brought a suit against the lady.  The judge studied the case.  "Why have you 

refused to pay the doctor his fee ?" the judge asked the lady.  "Because my sight has not been 
completely restored," she replied.  "I cannot see all my furniture." 

 
 The judge understood what had happened.  He passed a verdict in favour of the old lady.  The 

doctor had not only to return the furniture which he had taken from her house but had to also 
forfeit his fee. 

  
1) What was the old lady suffering from ? 
2) What amount was the doctor charging the old lady for his treatment ? 
3) What condition did the old lady lay regarding payment for her treatment ? 
4) Why did the doctor delay his treatment ? 
5) Why did the old lady refuse to pay the doctor ? 
6) What did the doctor do, when the old lady refused to pay him ? 
7) What is the moral of this story ? 

 

Q. 2 A) Give short responses to the following (Any six) (12) 

1. Apologise for your mistake, using formal expression. 
2. Education is the birth right of every child. Agree or disagree. 
3. Write an expression to greet your colleague when you arrive at office. 
4. Write an appropriate expression to indicate your happiness when somebody compliments 

you on your resourcefulness. 
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5. Compliment your friend who came first in his / her class. 
6. You are leaving the classroom.  Ask for permission. 
7. Your friend wants to borrow your laptop for two days.  You do not want to give it to him.  

How will you refuse him ? 
8. You have to make an urgent call but have forgotten your mobile at home.  How will you 

request your colleague for his mobile ? 

 B) Write Dialogues on the situations given below. (8) 

1. You want to purchase some books for your library.  Write a conversation between you 
and the shopkeeper. 

2. You meet your friend after a long time in Mumbai.  You are delighted to see him.   
So is he.  Write a short conversation using greetings and responses to the greetings. 
 

Q. 3     A)  Write a letter ordering office stationery from Five Star Stationeries.                       (10) 

             B)   Write a letter to your Father asking him permission to go for a trip to Kerala.     (10)   

Q. 4 A)  Do as directed.                       (10) 

1. He has little intelligence. (Pick out the adjective and state which class it belongs to). 

2. I ran fast _____ missed the train.  (Fill in the blank with suitable conjunction) 

3. I received his message ______ eight O’clock in the morning. (Fill in the blank with 
suitable preposition) 

4. Give comparative and superlative degree of adjective for ‘beautiful’. 

5. ________  was there to rescue the child. (Fill in the blank with a suitable indefinite 
pronoun). 

6. They were helping accident victims. (Rewrite sentence using passive voice). 

7. The plane arrives at 3.30 pm. (Re-write sentence using future tense). 

8. You _____ pay your debts. (Fill in the blank using modal verb). 

9. __________ are also called helping verbs. 

10. The past tense of fight is ___________. 

OR 

A)  Write an agenda for the next Lion's Club meeting to be held on June 15, 2014. 

B)  Send a notice to all the members of Lion's Club informing them about the next  

        meeting to be held on June 15, 2014                                                              (5)        
        

             C)   Write a CV for the post of a HR Manager. (10) 

OR 

             C)  Write a newspaper report of your visit to a flood affected area. 

 
_______________ 


